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Advent – The Story Unfolds 

 
• Every Sunday 11AM Worship in 

person at St Peter’s and online 
through YouTube stream.  Link 
changes each week.   

• Every Monday, 6:30AM, Monday 
Morning Meditation 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/879807164
17?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N25oYTBx
RURwQT09  Meeting ID: 879 8071 6417  
Passcode: 790929 

 
• Sun., Dec. 4, 11AM Worship  A 

Morning with St Nicholas and the St 
Peter’s youth, followed by Coffee 
Hour  

• Sun, Dec. 4 Bethlehem Walk trip, 
meet at the church at 3PM.    

• Sun, Dec. 11 Poinsettia forms due 
• Sun. Dec. 11. Last day to donate to  

ECM Christmas outreach for social 
service  

• Wed, Dec. 14  Village Dinner, 4:30-6 
PM.  Eat in or take out. Call Susan 
Linne von Berg  to make your 
reservation. 804-742-5233   

• Thurs, Dec. 8, 2PM, Vestry   
• Friday, Dec 9, 10AM  Greening of the 

Church Windows.  Come lend a hand.  
Led by Alice Hughes.    

• Sun, Dec. 18,  Last day to donate to 
the Endowment Fund  

• Wed, Dec 21,  Village Harvest, 3-
4:30PM. Call Andrea (540-847-9002) if 
you’d like to help with packing and 
distributing the food.   

• Sat, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve service 
4:00PM 

• Sun.,  Dec. 25, Christmas Day service 
11:00am 

• Sun., Jan. 1 First Sunday after 
Christmas, Lessons and Carols  11AM 

 
Server Schedule, Dec. 2022 

• Sun., Dec. 4, 2022  The Second Sunday 
of Advent, A Morning with St Nicholas 
and the  St Peter’s Youth  

• Sun., Dec. 11, 2022  The Third Sunday 
of Advent, Holy Eucharist, 11AM 
Lector  Helmut Linne von Berg   
Chalice Bearer Andrea Pogue 
Altar Clean Up  Jan Saylor   

• Sun. Dec. 18, 2022  The Fourth 
Sunday of Advent, Holy Eucharist, 
11AM 
Lector  Linda Kramer 
Chalice Bearer  Helmut Linne von Berg  
Altar Clean Up   Andrea Pogue  

• Sat., Dec. 24, 2022, 4PM  Christmas 
Eve service  
Lector  Cookie Davis  
Chalice Bearer Johnny Davis   
Altar Clean Up Catherine Hicks      

• Sun., Dec 25, 2022  The Nativity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Holy Eucharist, 
11AM  
Lector  Susan Linne von Berg 
Chalice Bearer  Johnny Davis   
Altar Clean Up Catherine Hicks   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N25oYTBxRURwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N25oYTBxRURwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N25oYTBxRURwQT09
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Advent begins a new Church 
Year 

The Lectionary, made up of the appointed 
readings for each Sunday, covers a three- 
year cycle, beginning each year on the first 
Sunday of Advent.  Year A uses readings 
from the Gospel according to Matthew, Year 
B from the Gospel according to Mark, and 
Year C from the Gospel according to Luke.  
Readings from the Gospel according to John 
are woven throughout all three years.   
 
The yearly lectionary readings began the 
new cycle of readings on the first Sunday 
of Advent (Nov. 27).   During this church 
year, the Gospel readings will come from 
The Gospel according to Matthew.  This 
gospel was probably written for a Christian 
community in Antioch, at least seventy to 
ninety years after Jesus lived.   
 
The writer of The Gospel according to 
Matthew was profoundly influenced by the 
Septuagint  (LXX) the book of scriptures that 
the Jews used.  Matthew wanted to show 
that the Jewish scriptures find their 
fulfillment in Jesus and the church.  The 
Gospel according to Mark also played an 
important role in the Matthean community’s 
sacred tradition, and was used in its life and 
worship  In both gospels, Jesus is the 
miracle worker, the crucified and risen one, 
and the inaugurator of the Gentile mission. 
(Notes from Eugene Boring in “Matthew-
Introduction,” The New Interpreter’s Bible, 
Vol VIII) 
 

Advent is about Hope 

 

 “For the great human family it is necessary 
to renew always the common horizon 
toward which we are journeying. The 
horizon of hope! This is the horizon that 
makes a good journey. The time of Advent 
that we begin again today returns us to the 
horizon of hope, a hope that does not 
disappoint because it is founded on the 
Word of God. A hope that does not 
disappoint, simply because the Lord never 
disappoints! He is faithful!”  Pope Francis’ 
first Advent message in December of 2013. 

Paul Gordon Chandler writes in Songs in 
Waiting “that Advent is a time to look both 
backward and forward: backward, in 
celebration of the birth of Christ, and 
forward, with expectation of God's coming 
to us anew. Thus Advent is a time to 
celebrate the past and anticipate the future; 
‘living in Advent’ is about being in a state of 
readiness for the continual coming of God 
into our lives. “ 

Every Advent, the start of a new church 
year, we renew our sense of hope looking 
back at the past with a renewed sense of 
assurance for the future.  Hope becomes the 
reaffirmation of our faith as described in 
Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not  seen.”  

God is busy doing new things in our lives 
and in the world.  Advent is a time to pay 
attention and to look hopefully for the new 
things that God is bringing into the world. 
   

Advent is about Waiting 

https://www.cecbg.com/_files/ugd/259a24
_a77006a337f34afc9f7b11612eabe232.pdf 

The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello, Christ 
Episcopal Church, Bowling Green, Ky 

“One aspect about Advent that has always 
been striking to me is the concept of 
waiting.  

“In Advent we wait in the darkness, we wait 
in anticipation and sometimes even in fear. 
We wait patiently and sometimes we wait in 
frustration. We wait so much that it can 

https://www.cecbg.com/_files/ugd/259a24_a77006a337f34afc9f7b11612eabe232.pdf
https://www.cecbg.com/_files/ugd/259a24_a77006a337f34afc9f7b11612eabe232.pdf
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seem like all that we are asked to do during 
this season is to wait for the Christ child to 
be born and then we will be able to 
celebrate.  

“In this daily reader however, Henri 
Nouwen’s essay, “Waiting for God” offers a 
challenging take on what it might mean to 
wait, not in a passive way, but to wait 
actively: A waiting person is a patient 
person. The word patience means the 
willingness to stay where we are and live 
the situation out to the full in the belief that 
something hidden there will manifest itself 
to us. Impatient people are always expecting 
the real thing to happen somewhere else 
and therefore want to go elsewhere. The 
moment is empty. But patient people dare to 
stay where they are.  

“Patient living means to live actively in the 
present and wait there. Waiting, then, is not 
passive. It involves nurturing the moment, 
as a mother nurtures the child that is 
growing in her. Zechariah, Elizabeth, and 
Mary were very present to the moment. 
That is why they could hear the angel. They 
were alert, attentive to the voice that spoke 
to them and said, ‘Don’t be afraid. 
Something is happening to you.  

“‘Pay attention.’ I don’t know about you, but 
I am always amused by how often angels 
come, particularly during Advent, and bring 
a message that something is happening and 
always precede it with, ‘Don’t be afraid!” 
What Nouwen invites us to here as we enter 
this season of Advent is a time of active 
waiting; he invites us to a time of waiting 
that finds its depth and grounding in the fact 
that powerful things happen when it seems 
that nothing is actually happening at all.  

“This is the season of waiting, where we 
wait actively for the Christ child. It’s the 
season of darkness and light dancing 
together, and yet even in times when the 
darkness feels like it is consuming, we wait; 
we wait in hope. It’s the season where we 
listen for the angel’s plea, as Nouwen bids 
us, “Don’t be afraid. Something is happening 
to you. Pay attention.” 

Advent Season Collection 

 An online Advent 
pot pourri in 6 
categories of things 
to do in Advent - 
Read, Watch, Learn, 
Listen, Pray and 
Reflect and Make. 

There is something for everyone!  

https://news.churchsp.org/adventcollectio
n2022 

Read includes key points of Advent, the 
beginning of Advent, and waiting 

Under Watch there are  videos -Nativity: 
The Art and Spirit of the Creche and The 
Story of Silent Night .  

The Learn tab has the classes we have had 
at St. Peter’s including Luke’s Canticles, 
Matthew’s Infancy Stories, Christmas Carols 
and Dickens.  

Listen includes Lessons and Carols from 
National Cathedral as well as am exploration 
of Antiphons .  

Pray and Reflect features Advent 
meditations  a workshop involving prayer, 
scripture, candlelight and an adaptation of 
the Way of Love for Advent. 

Finally Make has all sorts of crafts from 
Advent calendars, cooking and wreath 
creation. 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel—An 
Advent Hymn 

  

https://news.churchsp.org/adventcollection2022
https://news.churchsp.org/adventcollection2022
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“O come, O come, Emmanuel” is a familiar 
Advent hymn from the 8th century in our 
Anglican tradition.  The text for "O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel" comes from a 7-verse 
poem that was said in a call and response 
fashion during the vespers, or evening, 
service. The original text created the reverse 
acrostic "ero cras," which means "I shall be 
with you tomorrow," and is particularly 
appropriate for the advent season. A 
metrical version of five of the verses 
appeared in the 13th century, which was 
translated into English by J.M. Neale in 
1851. Each of the five verses expounds upon 
one of the names for the Messiah: 

Meanings 

"Emmanuel" (Isaiah 7:14, Mt 1:23) means 
"God with us." 

"Adonai" (Exodus 19:16) is a name for God, 
the giver of the law. 

"Branch of Jesse" (Isaiah 11:1) refers to 
Jesus' lineage. 

"Orien" (Malachi 4:2, Luke 1:78-79) is the 
morning star or daystar. 

"Key of David" (Isaiah 22:22) again refers to 
Jesus' lineage. 

The Christmas Play on 2nd 
Advent, Dec. 4 

St. Peter’s Christmas play has been different 
from the typical Children’s Church play.  
First it has involved parishioners of all ages 
and not just children. Second it takes up 
most of the Sunday service.  Lastly the play 
is written fresh every year. No repeats. The 
tradition began in the 1990’s under the Rev. 
Karen Woodruff when there were many 
children in the parish. Here is a collection of 
Christmas pageants from 2011-2018 
https://www.churchsp.org/usernews/chris
tmasplay/? 

This year St Nicholas will visit the 11AM 
service and the St Peter’s youth will take the 
lead in playing holiday music for the 
congregation.   

Bethlehem Walk,  Dec 4, 2022 

Bethlehem Walk is a life-sized reenactment 
of the city of Bethlehem at the time of the 
birth of Christ.  This takes place at Salem 
Baptist Church,  465 Broad Street Road, 
Manakin-Sabot, Virginia, a little over an 
hour from St. Peter’s. 

Bethlehem Walk returns each year on the 
first Wednesday evening following the 
Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Nov. 30  - 6pm-9pm 
Dec. 1- 6pm-9pm 
Dec 2 - 6pm-9pm 
Dec 3 -6 pm-10pm 
Dec 4  - 3-8pm 

Our group will leave from St Peter’s at 
3PM.   

The tour is outside and takes approximately 
45 minutes..  This amazing experience, in its 
20th year, is an opportunity to visit a 
recreation of the village of Bethlehem as it 
would have been in the time of Jesus.   The 
tour takes visitors through scenes ranging 
from the entrance of the Savior into the 
world to an empty Jewish tomb. 

Each year, host church, Salem Baptist 
partners with various churches to reach 
thousands of people with this interactive 
Gospel drama. There is a production team 
that works year-round, planning and 
preparing. By opening night, over 200 
hundred members, cast, crew, and support 
will participate in this year’s event. 

The ECM  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas collection  

 

https://www.churchsp.org/usernews/christmasplay/
https://www.churchsp.org/usernews/christmasplay/
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As of Mon, Nov 14, the ECW (Episcopal 
Church Men has collected $1017.20 for their 
seasonal offering. Details are to be worked 
out with dividing it between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas 
 
The church will be collecting the Christmas 
portion of the offering until Sunday, Dec. 11. 
 

The Village Harvest, 2022  

One of the best ways to compare the Village 
Harvest over the years is pounds per 
person.  This relates the food inventory with 
the number of people coming to the harvest  
Changes in the number of people coming to 
the harvest should be balanced by supply. 

 
Over the last 3 years we have maintained 
14+ pounds per person which exceeds that 
of the earlier year in the chart from 2016-
2019.  

 
The Gospel in December 

Matthew 3:1-12 – Advent 2 

Notes for Advent 1-3 are from Eugene 
Boring, NT Scholar, in The New 
Interpreter’s Bible, Vol VIII.   

“The abrupt appearance of John in 
Matthew’s gospel is a matter of theological 
design…The action of God in history is often 
sudden, unexpected, and, to our eyes, even 
intrusive.  The will of God cannot be equated 
with group progress, human growth, or 
social development, arising naturally out of 
the human possibility.  God’s will does not 
always work gently, climbing quietly like ivy 
up the lattice of history.  Sometimes an 
Elijah appears, a nation repents, a Berlin 

Wall is dismantled, a Martin Luther King, Jr., 
strides across the landscape.  God’s will 
shatters the mold, violates the categories, 
breaks in on the world as a jarring surprise.   

So the doors of Matthew’s gospel suddenly 
swing open, and there stands John in the 
wilderness of Judea, looking for all the 
world like Elijah of old.  It’s a shock to see 
him.  Who could have guessed it?  His 
surprising appearance is, itself, a claim that 
God’s ways with the world are often strange, 
unforeseen, and unpredictable.  Here at the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry, John the 
Baptist is a ‘call to worship’ in the flesh—not 
a benign and cheery ‘Good morning,’ but a 
real call to worship that shakes the cobwebs 
off the pews:  ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’ “  

Matthew 11:2-11 – Advent 3 

This Text can be divided into : (1) Who is 
Jesus? (2-6); and (2) Who is John (7-11). 

“The question of Jesus’ identity cannot be 
dealt with apart from the question of Jesus’ 
place in the saving history.  As the Christ, 
Jesus is not merely a great individual, but 
the fulfillment of the promises and the 
presence of God in Israel, the one who 
stands at the turn of the ages.  Thus, the 
question of Jesus identity cannot be dealt 
with apart from its context.  The context 
includes the whole of Israel’s history, 
including John the Baptist, the prophets, and 
the Jewish people. “  

“Within the theological story world 
constructed by Matthew, John is a true 
prophet with a legitimate divine message, 
proclaiming the same message Jesus will 
proclaim, recognizing Jesus as the Messiah 
when he comes for baptism.  John is 
imprisoned because his prophetic preaching 
offends the authorities, and later dies a 
martyr’s death.  Nonetheless, John wavers in 
his faith.  For Matthew, this is the nature of 
discipleship and faith, which must be 
constantly renewed.”   

Matthew 1:18-25 – Advent 4 

“Joseph stands, at the beginning of 
Matthew’s Gospel, as a model of what 
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Matthew hopes for all disciples—indeed, for 
each reader of the Gospel…by Joseph’s 
decision to obey the startling and 
unexpected command of God, he is already 
living the heart of the law and not its letter, 
already living out the new and higher 
righteousness of the kingdom of God.  In a 
difficult moral situation, he attends to the 
voice of God, and he is willing to set aside 
his previous understanding of God’s will in 
favor of this word from the living and saving 
God.”   

Luke 2:1-14(15-20) – Christmas Day 

In this narrative Luke sets forth the wonder 
of Christmas. The story unfolds in three 
parts. The first (vv. 1-7) locates the birth of 
Jesus. It happened when Augustus was 
Caesar, emperor of the Roman world 
(27B.C.-14 A.D) (1) It happened in 
Bethlehem, the city of David, where Joseph 
and Mary had gone to be enrolled for a 
census. It happened in a place where there 
was a manger. Then and there Jesus was 
born and wrapped in swaddling clothes. ", 
Luke reminds his readers of the belief that 
Bethlehem was the place where a ruler like 
David, would be born 

The second part (vv. 8-14) interprets this 
birth. Using the form of an announcement 
story Luke tells of the appearance of an 
angel, of the fear of the shepherds, of the 
message they were given, and of the sign 
which confirmed it (2) Added to the 
announcement is a canticle. A heavenly host 
joins the angels in offering praise to God for 
this event and proclaims peace to people 
with whom God is pleased.(3) 

The third part (vv. 15-20) describes 
responses made to the news of this event. 
The shepherds checked out the message, 
found the sign, the babe lying in a manger, 
and shared the interpretation which they 
had given. The people marveled at their 
words. Mary kept them in her heart and 
wondered. The shepherds then returned to 
their work, glorifying and praising God for 
the event and its interpretation. 

Season of Gratitude—Thank you 
to St Peter’s 

From Barbara Muir, who attended the 
Beau Soir concert at St Peter’s.   

October 23, 2022  

Dear Vestry, 

Thank you so very much for presenting 
Beau Soir Ensemble.  What a wonderful 
performance in the perfect setting!   

Also enjoyed seeing many friends I had not 
seen recently and meeting some new ones.   

An evening that I, my daughter and 
grandson will long remember as wonderful!   

Thank you, Barbara Muir   

ECW Donation Acknowledgements 

From St Andrew’s School  in Richmond, VA   

“Thank you so much for your gift to St 
Andrew’s School!  We are grateful for your 
support of our school and its students.  You 
support allows us to continue to offer our 
students an excellent education focused on 
the whole child:  mind, body and spirit.  It is 
so inspiring to see our students embracing 
school with such enthusiasm and 
excitement.  Their sense of confidence and 
belonging is evident from the smiles on their 
faces and it is a joy to watch them thrive.”    
Kayethel B. Mason, M. Ed.  Head of School   

From Micah Ecumenical Ministries  

Dear St Peter’s Episcopal Church, 

Your generous gift in honor of Tom Hughes 
to Micah Ecumenical Ministries on October 
4, 2022, is so important in this critical time 
of health and safety.  We are thankful for 
your support.  Thank you for helping us be 
the lighthouse in the storm in this critical 
time.  Please continue to pray for us and our 
neighbors as we navigate these uncharted 
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waters.  Meghan Cotter, Executive Servant-
Leader 

From The Rev. Catherine Hicks   

Thank you, ECW, for the cheery collection of 
sunflowers that arrived at my door at dusk 
one evening, bringing a burst of light and 
cheer into a house full of flu.  The flowers 
were such an encouragement to get better 
quickly, and get back to all of you at St 
Peter’s.  Thank you for thinking of me.  
Peace, 
Catherine   

From Laura Carey 

“Perhaps you sent a lovely card, 
      or sat quietly in a chair.   
Perhaps you sent a funeral spray,  
     if so, we saw it there.   
Perhaps you spoke the kindest words,  
     As any friend could say,  
Perhaps you were not there at all,  
     Just thought of us that day.   
Whatever you did to console our hearts,  
     We thank you so very much,  
     whatever the part.”   
 

Dear St Peter’s Members 

My heartfelt thanks to you for your loving 
support through the last three years.  John 
grew to know and love you.  Such a special 
gift you gave us.  Sincere love and thanks 

Laura Carey and the Whitfields 

Vestry Nominations 

January is the month of Vestry elections.  
The current Vestry includes  Becky Fisher, 
Andrea Pogue, Elizabeth Heimbach, Helmut 
Linne von Berg,, Cookie Davis and Robert 
Bryan.  Becky and Andea are completing 
their three -year terms  church will elect 

two new Vestry members to take their 
places beginning in February, 2023.   

Vestry members should attend church 
regularly and participate in the life of the 
parish, and they should also be faithful 
givers of their time, talent and money to 
support this community as it goes about 
doing God’s work in the world.  If you feel 
called to serve, please contact Catherine or 
any Vestry member and express your 
willingness to serve in this important role in 
the life of our parish. 

Origin of Christmas Trees and 
Exchanging Gifts  

 
From Christianity Today - Edwin and 
Jennifer Woodruff Tait 

“The evergreen tree was an ancient 
symbol of life in the midst of winter. 
Romans decorated their houses with 
evergreen branches during the New Year, 
and ancient inhabitants of northern 
Europe cut evergreen trees and planted 
them in boxes inside their houses in 
wintertime. Many early Christians were 
hostile to such practices. 

“But by the early Middle Ages, the legend 
had grown that when Christ was born in the 
dead of winter, every tree throughout the 
world miraculously shook off its ice and 
snow and produced new shoots of green. At 
the same time, Christian missionaries 
preaching to Germanic and Slavic peoples 
were taking a more lenient approach to 
cultural practices  such as evergreen trees. 
These missionaries believed that the 
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Incarnation proclaimed Christ's lordship 
over those natural symbols that had 
previously been used for the worship of 
pagan gods. Not only individual human 
beings, but cultures, symbols, and traditions 
could be converted. 

“Not until the Renaissance are there clear 
records of trees being used as a symbol of 
Christmas, beginning in Latvia in 1510 and 
Strasbourg in 1521. Legend credits the 
Protestant reformer Martin Luther with 
inventing the Christmas tree, but the story has 
little historical basis. 

“The most likely theory is that Christmas 
trees started with medieval plays. Dramas 
depicting biblical themes began as part of 
the church's worship, but by the late Middle 
Ages, they had become rowdy, imaginative 
performances dominated by laypeople and 
taking place in the open air. The plays 
celebrating the Nativity were linked to the 
story of creation, in part because Christmas 
Eve was also considered the feast day of 
Adam and Eve. Thus, as part of the play for 
that day, the Garden of Eden was 
symbolized by a "paradise tree" hung with 
fruit. 

“These plays were banned by the church in 
many places in the 16th century, and people 
perhaps began to set up "paradise trees" in 
their homes to compensate for the public 
celebration they could no longer enjoy. The 
earliest Christmas trees (or evergreen 
branches) used in homes were referred to 
as "paradises." They were often hung with 
round pastry wafers symbolizing the 
Eucharist, which developed into the cookie 
ornaments decorating German Christmas 
trees today. 

“The custom gained popularity throughout 
the 17th and 18th centuries, against the 
protests of some clergy. Lutheran minister 
Johann von Dannhauer, for instance, 
complained (like Tertullian) that the 
symbol distracted people from the true 
evergreen tree, Jesus Christ. But this did 
not stop many churches from setting up 
Christmas trees inside the sanctuary. 
Alongside the tree often stood wooden 

"pyramids"    stacks of shelves bearing 
candles, sometimes one for each family 
member. Eventually these pyramids of 
candles were placed on the tree, the 
ancestors of our modern Christmas tree 
lights and ornaments. 

Presents 

“It also took a long time for trees to become 
associated with presents. Though legend 
connects the idea of Christmas gifts with the 
gifts the Magi brought Jesus, the real story is 
more complicated. Like trees, gifts were 
first a Roman practice,  traded during the 
winter solstice. As Epiphany, and later 
Christmas, replaced the winter solstice as a 
time of celebration for Christians, the gift-
giving tradition continued for a while. By 
late antiquity it had died out, although gifts 
were still exchanged at New Year's. 

“Gifts were also associated with St. 
Nicholas, bishop of Myra (in modern-day 
Turkey), who became famous for giving 
gifts to poor children. His feast day 
(December 6) thus became another 
occasion for gift exchanges. During the 
early Middle Ages, Christmas gifts most 
often took the form of tributes paid to 
monarchs    although a few rulers used the 
holiday season as an opportunity to give to 
the poor or to the church instead (most 
notably Duke Wenceslas of Bohemia, 
whose story inspired the popular carol, 
and William the Conqueror, who chose 
Christmas 1067 to make a large donation 
to the pope). 

“Like trees, gifts came  inside  the family 
around the time of Luther, as the custom of 
giving gifts to friends and family members 
developed in Germany, the Netherlands, 
and Scandinavia. Often these were given 
anonymously, or hidden. One Danish 
custom was to rewrap a gift many times 
with different names on each wrapper, so 
that the intended recipient was only 
discovered when all the layers were 
opened. 
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Victorian Christmas 

“In the English-speaking world, the union 
of gifts, trees, and Christmas was due to 
the influence of Queen Victoria and her 
husband Prince Albert, a native of Saxony 
(now part of Germany). German 
immigrants had brought the custom of 
Christmas trees with them in the early 
1800s, but it spread widely after Victoria 
and Albert set up an elaborate tree for 
their children at Windsor Castle in 1841. 
At this point, Christmas presents were 
usually hung on the tree itself. 

“German and Dutch immigrants also brought 
their traditions of trees and presents to the 
NewWorld in the early 1800s.” 

St. Peter's Endowment Fund – 
An end of the year gift 

Consider a gift to the St. Peter’s Endowment 
Fund this year.  These funds, which are 
invested, will help assure financial security 
for St Peter’s for years to come.  Money from 
the fund can be used for the future 
maintenance of the buildings and also for 
outreach projects that the church may take 
on.   

On your check, designate the “Endowment 
Fund” in the memo line.   

Giving to the Endowment Fund also offers 
some tax advantages.  You can donate stock 
which is sold by the church with the 
proceeds going into the Endowment Fund.   
There are no capital gains for you and you 
can get a deduction for the appreciated 
value of the stock.  Supporting St Peter’s in 
this way can increase your tax deduction 
and not your tax bill.   

You can also go further and add a 
percentage of your estate which is taken off 
the total estate when computing estate tax.   

Prayer Corner 

Thank you to all who pray for those on our 
prayer list on a regular basis.  Prayer 
changes us, makes us more aware, more 

compassionate, more likely to show our care 
and concern in some concrete way, and 
prayer can change the lives of those we pray 
for, often in ways that we will never know.   

Please continue to pray for Lydia O’Neil, 
who is currently at Greenfield Assisted 
Living.  Lydia is making progress in being 
able to walk again, and hopes to return to 
her home sometime early in the new year.   

Please continue to pray for Laura Carey 
and for Eunice Key and their families as 
they grieve.  

Please pray for Randall Clingenpeel, who is 
suffering with a severe case of shingles.   

Claire Cole Curcio, a friend of Catherine 
Hicks, had emergency heart surgery 
recently and would appreciate your prayers.   

Diocesan News 

The 228th Annual Convention of the Diocese 
of Virginia was held November 17-19, 2022.  
Unfortunately, both Catherine and Cookie 
were sick, so St Peter’s was not represented 
at this gathering.  The Convention passed a 
balanced budget that includes a 25% 
increase in funding for prison ministry 
through GraceInside and full funding for 
campus ministries.  Staffing measures 
include funding for three full time bishops, a 
Canon for Christian Formation and a 
Director for Shrine Mont camps.   

Read the complete summary at this link.   
https://www.thediocese.net/who-we-
are/governance/annual-convention/228th-
annual-convention-2022 
The Rt Rev Susan Goff, our current bishop, is 
retiring at the end of the year.   

The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson will be 
consecrated and ordained as the XIV Bishop 
of Virginia on Saturday, December 3, at St 
Paul’s Baptist Church in Richmond, VA.   

You can read more about the ordination at 
this link.  
https://www.thediocese.net/events/2022/
12/03/consecration-of-the-14th-bishop-
diocesan/ 

https://www.thediocese.net/who-we-are/governance/annual-convention/228th-annual-convention-2022
https://www.thediocese.net/who-we-are/governance/annual-convention/228th-annual-convention-2022
https://www.thediocese.net/who-we-are/governance/annual-convention/228th-annual-convention-2022
https://www.thediocese.net/events/2022/12/03/consecration-of-the-14th-bishop-diocesan/
https://www.thediocese.net/events/2022/12/03/consecration-of-the-14th-bishop-diocesan/
https://www.thediocese.net/events/2022/12/03/consecration-of-the-14th-bishop-diocesan/
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December, 2022 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

   1 2 3 Ordination of 
Rev. Canon E. 
Mark 
Stevenson, 
11am  
 

4    11am, 
Christmas Play 
 
Coffee Hour 12pm 
 
Bethlehem Walk, 
departing at 3PM 
 
 

5 
Monday Morning 
Meditation 6:30am 
 
. 
 

6 
HBD, 
Charles 
McGuire, 
Carolyn 
Duke  

 

7 
Bible Study   
in person  
10am-12pm, 
Parish House  

 

8 
HBD 
Linneth 
Feliciano,  
Laura 
Long, 
Terry 
Collins 
Vestry 
2PM 
 

9 
Greening 
of the 
Church, 
10AM  

HBD Bill 
Lauck 

10 

11  
 
HBD Talia Feliciano 

11AM Holy 
Eucharist 
 
Donations to the 
ECM Christmas due 
 
Poinsettia forms 
due 
 

12 
Monday Morning 
Meditation 6:30am 
 
HBD Nancy Long  
 
 

13 
 
 

14 
HBD Cherry 
Everett 
  
Bible Study  
in person  
10am-12pm, 
Parish House.  

Village 
Dinner 4:30-
6pm 

15 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18  
11:00AM, Holy 
Eucharist –  
 
 

19 
Monday Morning 
Meditation 6:30am 
 
 

20 
 

21 
Happy 
Anniversary – 
Johnny, Cookie 
Davis 
 
Bible Study  
10am Parish  
 
Village 
Harvest 3pm-
5pm 

22 
 

23 24 
Christmas 
Eve service 
4:30pm 

25 
11:00AM, Holy 
Eucharist  –  
Christmas 
 

 

26 
HBD Rob Dobson  

 
Monday Morning 
Meditation 
(6:30am)  
 

27 
 

28 
 

Bible Study 
takes a break 

 

29 
 

30 
HBD Linda 
Upshaw  
Vivian 
McDonald 
 

31 
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