
 

 
Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, 

let it be our care and delight to hear 
again the message of the Angels and in 

heart and mind to go even unto 
Bethlehem and see this thing which is 
come to pass, and the Babe lying in a 

manger.   

December 31, 2023, 11am 

ST. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church 



A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
Rector:  The  Rev. Catherine D. Hicks 

The Rev. Tom Hughes, Rector Emeritus 
(BCP—Book of Common Prayer, H-Hymnal 1982)   

As you enter this sacred space that has been set aside for time with God, 
join us in silence as we go to God in prayer. 

 
The Ringing of the Bell  

Prelude  
Hymn Once in Royal David’s City H 102 
A Bidding Prayer 
 
The First Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 
Jesus is born in Bethlehem.   
Hymn O little town of Bethlehem H 79 
 
The Second Lesson:  Luke 2:8-14 
The angels appear to the shepherds with a joyful announcement.   
Hymn Go tell it on the mountain H 99 
 
The Third Lesson:  Luke 2:15-16 
The shepherds go to Bethlehem and find the baby, lying in a manger. 
Hymn Silent night H 111 
 
The Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:17-20 
The shepherds tell everyone the good news, and praise God.     
Hymn   The first Nowell H 109 
 
The Fifth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-2 
The wisemen from the East come to Jerusalem.    
Hymn As with gladness men of old   H 119 
 
The Sixth Lesson:   Matthew 2:3-6 
The chief priests and scribes report that the Messiah is born in 
Bethlehem.   
Hymn Earth has many a noble city  H 127 
 
The Seventh Lesson: Matthew 2:7-9 
The star goes before the wisemen to Bethlehem.   
Hymn What star is this  H 124 
 

https://hymnary.org/text/once_in_royal_davids_city_stood_a_lowly
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/78
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/99
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/111
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/109
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/119
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/127
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/124


 
The Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2:10-12 
The wisemen, overwhelmed with joy, pay the baby homage.  
Hymn We three kings   H 128 
 
The Ninth Lesson:  John 1:1-18  
The Word was made flesh and we have seen His glory. 
Hymn Angels, from the realms of glory  H 93 
 
Closing Collect and Dismissal 
  

Announcements 
 
Welcome to St Peter’s!  Our hope is that you will find God’s love 
present with you in this place and that you will return here  often. 
 
Our service is not being streamed today since worship is taking place 
in the Parish House.  The furnace in the church must be replaced.   
 
Your contributions keep St Peter’s mission and ministry at work in the 
world as we come to a new year with new possibilities.     
 
Happy Birthday  - Samantha Collins (1/ 1), Theo Key (1/ 6) 
 
A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is the Christmas Eve service first 
held in King's College Chapel in 1918. This service was conceived by Eric 
Milner-White, the Dean of the College, whose experience as an army 
chaplain had led him to believe that more imaginative worship was 
needed by the Church of England. The story of the fall of humanity, the 
promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine short Bible 
readings from Genesis, the prophetic books, and the Gospels, 
interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols, hymns and choir 
music.  Today’s worship follows this general format.  Our celebration 
this year covers the birth of Jesus and the coming of the wisemen to 
Bethlehem.   
 
Tonight. Sun,  Dec. 31,  5PM, New Year’s Eve  dinner in the Parish 
House. Bring a dish and enjoy the last fellowship of 2023! 

Bible Study resumes on Wednesday, Jan 3—Praying, studying the 
upcoming lectionary and enjoying time together—come to the midweek 
Bible study on Wednesday at 10AM each week. All are welcome.   
Reading First Sunday after the Epiphany 
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html 
 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/128
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/93
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html
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http://www.news.churchsp.org/

