
FiFth Sunday aFter  the 
epiphany Feb. 5, 2023 

 

 
 

St. peter’S epiScopal 
church 



Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany 
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music found in the front of The Hymnal 1982; WLP-Wonder, Love and Praise)  
LEVAS-Lift Every Voice and Sing II) 

In the name of Christ, we welcome you to this Church.  May those who sorrow 
find comfort; the weary, rest; the unhappy, joy; the troubled, peace; the 
stranger, friends; and to all the sense of God’s Presence in this holy place. We 
acknowledge that we gather on the traditional land of the first people of Port 
Royal, the Nandtaughtacund, and we honor with gratitude the land itself and 
the life of the Rappahannock Tribe. 
 
Ring the Bell 
 
Prelude  
 
Opening Hymn  O day of God, draw nigh H 601 
 
Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.   

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
Song of Praise O praise ye the Lord! (verses 1 and 4) H 432 

 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
Let us pray.    

O God of light, your searching Spirit reveals and illumines your presence 
in creation.  Shine your radiant holiness into our lives, that we may offer 
our hands and hearts to your work:  to heal and shelter, to feed and 
clothe, to break every yoke and silence evil tongues.  Amen. 

 

 



A reading from The Prophet Isaiah, Chapter 58,verses 1-12. 

Shout out, do not hold back! 
Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their rebellion, 
to the house of Jacob their sins. 

Yet day after day they seek me 
and delight to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

they ask of me righteous judgments, 
they delight to draw near to God. 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
and oppress all your workers. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
and to strike with a wicked fist. 

Such fasting as you do today 
will not make your voice heard on high. 

Is such the fast that I choose, 
a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, 
a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 

to loose the bonds of injustice, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 



Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

your vindicator shall go before you, 
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

if you offer your food to the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

then your light shall rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be like the noonday. 

The LORD will guide you continually, 
and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, 
like a spring of water, 
whose waters never fail. 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of streets to live in. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   
 

Psalm 112 verses 1-10, Beatus vir 

1 Hallelujah! 
Happy are they who fear the Lord * 
and have great delight in his commandments! 

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, * 
and their righteousness will last for ever. 

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 



5 It is good for them to be generous in lending * 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

6 For they will never be shaken; * 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * 
their heart is right; 
they put their trust in the Lord. 

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, * 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

9 They have given freely to the poor, * 
and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
they will hold up their head with honor. 

10 The wicked will see it and be angry; 
they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * 
the desires of the wicked will perish. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  
Amen.   

A Reading from  Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians , Chapter 2,  
verses 1 through 16. 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come 
proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 
For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in 
much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with 
plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom 
but on the power of God. 

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to 
perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God 
decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this 
age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 



“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For what 
human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s 
except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of 
these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by 
the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 

Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, 
for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned. Those 
who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves 
subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 

“For who has known the mind of the Lord 
so as to instruct him?” 

 
But we have the mind of Christ. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 



“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; 
I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 
teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   
  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon  The Rev. Tom Hughes 
 
Affirmation of Faith   (from Daily Prayer for All Seasons)   
 
As children of God, we affirm:   
That God, who is Love, created all and called it good,  
that God is present with all of creation,  
and that in darkness and in light, God is faithful. 
Therefore we, too, seek to be faithful.   
 
That Jesus came to show us Love with a human face, 
that he taught justice and reconciliation and suffered on our behalf, 
and that through his faithful example, he embodies hope.   
Therefore, we too seek to be people of justice, reconciliation, and 
hope.   
 
That the Holy Spirit guides and accompanies us, 
that this same Spirit offers wisdom and discernment,  
and that, when we are open, the Spirit can always find a way.  
Therefore we seek to be people filled with God’s Spirit:  
Discerning, loving, and transforming our world.  Amen.   
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
Almighty God, through the testimony of those who know your love you 
have guided us to ask for what we need.  Our Lord Jesus called his 



disciples to live as a city on a hill and a lamp on a stand, that all may see 
the glory of God.  (Silence) 
 
We pray for the church, the community of disciples.  Grant that we, who 
claim the name of Christ, may shine as light into our dark world. 
(Silence)  
 
As we give thanks for the blessing of light, the gradual lengthening of 
days, the warmth of the sun, and the brilliance of the moon and stars, 
may we too shine with your glory as we care for your creation.  (Silence)  
 
Blessed are those who honor your commandments, O Lord.  We pray for 
our world, for the governments and for all leaders. May all who rule 
honor justice and compassion and serve the common good, in order 
that the people may flourish.   We pray for an end to the war in Ukraine.  
Until your reign of peace comes on this earth, we pray for those serving 
in the armed forces, especially those on our prayer list, that they may be 
guided by your wisdom and come home safe in mind, body and spirit 
when their work is done.  (Silence) 
 
You teach us to offer food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
afflicted.  We pray for the sick, the hungry, the poor, the homeless, 
those who are in prison, and those who are oppressed.  Let your church 
minister to those in distress and bear witness to your abiding 
compassion for all who suffer, especially Susan Linne von Berg, Nika 
Corwin, Jim Heimbach, and all on our prayer list.   (Silence)  
 
To you, O God, we pray, through Christ, with Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
Confession of Sin  BCP 360 
 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you.  
 
Announcements 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings BCP 830 #51/431 
 



Offertory  
 
Eucharistic Prayer  1  Enriching our Worship 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, 

to give you thanks, all-holy God, source 
of life and fountain of mercy. 

 
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with 
your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us 
into one body.  Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to 
fullness of life. 
  
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels 
and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,     S 125 
heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.    
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.    
 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite 
love.  You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful 
stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we 
would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 
violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet 
you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for 
all people. 
 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You 
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 



prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of 
time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into 
the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. 
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, 
opening the way of freedom and life. 
  
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you 
from your creation this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the 
Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.  
 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons,  that 
with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your 
Name for ever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer       BCP 364 
The Breaking of the Bread    BCP 364 
 
The Communion of the People of God 
 



Communion Hymn I want to walk as a child of the light  H 490 
 
Post-Communion Prayer   BCP 365 
 
The Blessing  
 
 
Closing Hymn Where cross the crowded ways of life H 609 
 



Announcements 
 
Welcome to St Peter’s.  May you find God’s love present with you in 
this place and return here often to worship.  The communion bread is 
gluten free. All are welcome at the Lord’s table.    
The offering plates are in the back next to the doors. Your gifts help 
support God’s work through this church.  Mail -  PO Box 399, Port 
Royal, VA  22535.  online -  https://news.churchsp.org/onlinegiving 
Meeting ID: 869 9926 3545 Passcode: 889278 
 
No Coffee Hour today. 
 
Happy Birthday –  John Hess Feb.7, Elizabeth Heimbach  Feb. 10,  
Ramon Feliciano  Feb. 11 
 
There is no on-line option for worship today, because the Hicks family 
is absent due to Covid.   
 
-Feb. 6 Monday Morning meditation 6:30am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N
25oYTBxRURwQT09  Meeting ID: 879 8071 6417  Passcode: 790929. 
 
-Feb. 7, 7pm St Peter’s is serving as a Partner in Education with the 
Caroline County Public Schools.  We will be providing snacks for the 
Caroline County Bingo Night at the Port Royal Fire Department.  If you 
would like to help, please bring granola bars, individually wrapped bags 
fish crackers or other snacks without nuts, or small bottles of water and 
place them in the back pew.    Thanks for the donations we have 
received so far!! 
 
-Bible Study Feb 8, 10am-12pm. Parish House.  Reading the lectionary 
for  Feb 12. 
 
-Feb. 8 –Village Dinner 4:30pm,-6 PM. Eat in or take out.  Call 
Catherine Hicks  to make your reservation. 540-809-7489.  Serving – 
Baked Ham, Macaroni and Cheese, Candied Yams, Collard Greens, Corn 
Bread, Peach Cobbler. 
 
Souper  Bowl Sunday, Feb 12, fighting hunger together.  Bring a can, or 
cans, of soup to church on the 12th, along with a Valentine’s Day card 
wishing the recipient love from St Peter’s to be included in a Village 
Harvest bag on Weds, February 15th.  The goal—thirty cans of soup and 
thirty cards for those who come to the distribution.  Monetary 
donations to the Village Harvest also welcome with Village Harvest in 
the memo line of your check. 

https://news.churchsp.org/onlinegiving
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N25oYTBxRURwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N25oYTBxRURwQT09


St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
823 Water Street PO Box 399, Port Royal, VA  22535 

Website:  www.news.churchsp.org Parish Office:  (804) 742-5908 
The Vestry  

Becky Fisher, Andrea Pogue (2023), Cookie Davis, Robert Bryan (2024)  
Elizabeth Heimbach, Helmut Linne von Berg (2025) 

Jim Heimbach, Treasurer, Elizabeth Heimbach Registrar  
Becky Fisher, Senior Warden 
Cookie Davis, Junior Warden 

Brad Volland – Music Director & Organist 
The  Rev. Catherine D. Hicks, Rector 

The Rev. Tom Hughes, Rector Emeritus 
(540) 809-7489, (540) 898-1586, stpetersrev@gmail.com 

Christ Centered, Biblically Based, Spirit Filled, Caring 
 

Prayer List  
 

Larry Saylor, Cookie and Johnny Davis, Susan and Helmut Linne von 
Berg, Brad Volland, Rob Dobson, Laura Carey, Lydia O’ Neil, John Hess, 
Charles McGuire, Tommy Segar, John and Toni Faibisy, Linneth 
Feliciano, Thom Guthrie, Vivian McDonald, Mike and Marilyn Newman, 
Bill Wick, Barbara and Boyd Wisdom   
Nika Corwin (friend of Marcia Kole), Dominic Paterino, Nathaniel 
Schakenberg, Ruby Barnes (Laura Carey’s sister), Claire Cole Curcio 
(friend of Catherine Hicks),  Otis Felts (friend of Johnny Davis), The 
Glasgows (friends of the Felicianos), Randall Clingenpeel, Mrs. Watson 
(Linneth Feliciano’s mother), Ann Pyle (Carolyn Duke’s mother), J.T. 
Moriarty (Hicks’ friend), Harvey Yarus (friend of Tom Kramer), Patty 
Reno (cousin of Tom Kramer), Joanne Wilkerson and Jimmy Davis, Julie 
Davis (sister, brother and daughter of Johnny Davis), Lois Christie, Rosie 
Dowdy, Bill Lauck, Jonathan Coleman (Cleo Coleman’s son), Anthony 
Bowman, Dylan Puryear (BJ’s grandson), Ruth Smith, Joyce Smith (Laura 
Carey’s sisters-in-law), Orville Watson (Linneth Feliciano’s brother), 
Gloria Jewell, Kathryn, David and Bobby Hill (Lydia O’Neil’s family), 
Lorena McElwain, (friend of the Pogues), Odessa Davis, Kelly Paterino, 
G. Lee Baldwin, Linda Oliver, Pat Crenshaw (Brad Volland’s cousin), Joan 
Pemberton (Brad Volland’s aunt), Albert Barnett (Andrea’s uncle),  Scott 
Crabtree (Eunice Key’s brother), Louise Chapman (Barbara Segar’s 
cousin), Mary Lawrence Hicks, Rodney C. Johnson (Hicks’ friend), 
Charlene Schakenberg, (Becky Fisher’s mother) 

Serving in the Armed Forces  
PJ Koons  Scott Estes Cliff Lance 
Steven Lee Greg Merkl Grace Grimaldi 
Alexis Rye Michael Hobbs Alex Long V 
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