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God has told you, O mortal, what is good;  
and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice,  
and to love kindness, 

And to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Micah 6:8 
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Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 
Rector:  The  Rev. Catherine D. Hicks 

The Rev. Tom Hughes, Rector Emeritus 
(BCP—Book of Common Prayer, H-Hymnal 1982;  S Numbers are the service 

music found in the front of The Hymnal 1982; WLP-Wonder, Love and Praise)  
LEVAS-Lift Every Voice and Sing II) 

In the name of Christ, we welcome you to this Church.  May those who sorrow 
find comfort; the weary, rest; the unhappy, joy; the troubled, peace; the 
stranger, friends; and to all the sense of God’s Presence in this holy place. We 
acknowledge that we gather on the traditional land of the first people of Port 
Royal, the Nandtaughtacund, and we honor with gratitude the land itself and 
the life of the Rappahannock Tribe. 
 
Bell Ringing  
 
Prelude Largo (from Xerxes) G.F. Handel 
 
Opening Hymn This is the day  LEVAS 219 
 
Opening Sentences 
 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to 
the end of the earth.  Isaiah 49:6b 
 
Let us confess our sins to God.  (Silence is kept.) 
 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives.  We have denied your goodness in each 
other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  We repent of 
the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 
our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior 
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.  
Amen.   
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
 
O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
And your glory all the day long.   
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   



 
Venite   To God with gladness sing (sung to Darwall’s 148th)     
To God with gladness sing, your Rock and Savior bless;  
Into his temple bring your songs of thankfulness! 
O God of might, to you we sing 
Enthroned as King on heaven’s height!  
God cradles in his hand the heights and depths of earth;  
God made the sea and land, God brought the world to birth!  
O God most high, we are your sheep;  
On us you keep your shepherd’s eye!  
Your heavenly Father praise, acclaim his only Son,  
Your voice in homage raise to him who makes all one!   
O Dove of peace, on us descend 
That strife may end and joy increase! 
 
Christ has shown forth his glory:  O come let us worship.   
 
The Psalm Psalm 15 Evan Davis, Lector 
 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
 who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
 who speaks the truth from his heart. 
 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 
 he does no evil to his friend; * 
 he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
 but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
 
5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 
 and does not take back his word. 
 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
 nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
 
7 Whoever does these things * 
 shall never be overthrown. 
 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   
 
The Lessons 
 
A Reading from The Prophet Micah 6:1-8 Chester Duke, Lector 
 
Hear what the Lord says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

 and let the hills hear your voice. 
 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 
“O my people, what have I done to you? 

 In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 
and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam. 
 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

 that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
 



Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the Lord require of you 
 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn What does the Lord require of you?  
 Jim Strathdee 
 
What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of 
you?   
 
Justice, kindness, walk humbly with your God.   
 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.    
    
 
A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 



 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise 
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is 
the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order 
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn Lord of all hopefulness H 482 
 
 
 A Reading from Matthew 5:1-12 Arthur Duke, Lector 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 
 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled.  
 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you." 
 



The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon The Rev. Catherine Hicks 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.    
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
The Peace  
 
Announcements  
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings BCP 830 #51/431 
 
Offertory      
 
Offertory Hymn In my life, Lord, be glorified LEVAS 216 
 
The Prayers 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.   
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.   And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.   
 
Suffrages  (from Enriching our Worship) 
 
Help us, O God our Savior; 
Deliver us and forgive us our sins.   



Look upon your congregation; 
Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
Declare your glory among the nations; 
And your wonders among all peoples.   
Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away.   
Never forget the lives of your poor.   
Continue your loving kindness to those who know you; 
And your favor to those who are true of heart.   
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.     
 
Collect for the 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and 
on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our 
time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
In Times of Conflict 
 
O God, you have bound us together in a common life in this nation.  
Help us, as we struggle for justice and truth, to confront one another 
without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with mutual 
forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
For the Parish 
 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, 
hear our prayers for this parish family.  Strengthen the faithful, arouse 
the careless, and restore the penitent.  Grant us all things necessary for 
our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within 
your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
Prayers from our Youth 
 
Dear God, Heavenly Father, thank you for the life you have given us. We 
thank you for our talents and what makes us unique. Amen 
 
Dear God, Heavenly Father, thank you for the family you have given us 
and the friends we make along the way, especially my brothers and my 
sister. Amen 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the beautiful world we live in and 
thank you for all the animals that inhabit this earth. We pray that one 



day there will be no more fighting across the world you created. We will 
live in peace and harmony. Amen 
 
A Prayer of Compassion for Creation, by St Basil the Great, 330-379 CE 
 
O God, enlarge within us the sense of fellowship with all living things, 
our brothers the animals to whom you gave the earth their home in 
common with us.  We remember with shame that in the past we have 
exercised our high dominion with ruthless cruelty, so that the voice of 
the earth, which should have gone up to you in song, has been a groan 
of travail.  May we realize that your creatures live not for us alone, but 
for themselves and also for you, and that they love the sweetness of 
life.  Amen.    
 
A Prayer for Mission 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood 
of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving 
embrace:  So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands 
in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and 
love of you; for the honor of your name.    Amen.   
 
For Peace Among the Nations 
 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the leaders and the nations of 
the world into the way of justice and truth, and establish among them 
that peace which is the fruit of righteousness, that together they may 
become the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We pray for 
people everywhere who suffer in wars, and we pray for an end to the 
war in Ukraine. Until your reign of peace comes on this earth, we pray 
for those serving in the armed forces of our nation, especially those on 
our prayer list.  Grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever 
they may be, and bring them safely home when their work is done.    
Amen.   
 
For Victims of Gun Violence 
 
God of peace, we pray for those in our nation who have suffered and 
died from gun violence.  We pray for their families and friends and for 
all who mourn for them.  We pray for those people of Washington, DC, 
who do not feel safe on their streets.    We pray for the children and the 
teachers who have witnessed gun violence in their schools.  We pray for 
workers who have witnessed gun violence in their workplaces.  We pray 
for people gathered in churches, for those shopping in stores, for those 



gathered for games or concerts, for those enjoying one another’s 
company, who have been robbed of their sense of peace and safety 
because of gun violence.   Give us the courage to work for justice for 
those who have suffered.  Give our lawmakers the will to enact laws 
that will promote the peace and the safety of the people of this nation.   
Amen.    
 
For the Poor and the Neglected 
 
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and 
neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget:  the 
homeless and the destitute, the refugees and immigrants, the old and 
the sick, and all who have none to care for them.  Help us to heal those 
who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy.  
Grant this Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became 
poor, Jesus Chris our Lord.  Amen.   
 
For Young Persons 
 
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and 
confusing world:  Show them that your ways give more life than the 
ways of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after 
selfish goals.  Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, 
but as a chance for a new start.  Give them strength to hold their faith in 
you, and to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.   
 
For those for whom we pray 
 
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing 
care and love, for this life and for the life to come.  We give thanks for 
continuing healing and improvement for Toni Faibisy and Lydia O’Neil.  
We pray for Susan Linne von Berg, Larry Saylor,  Nathaniel 
Schnakenberg, Dominc Paterino, Boyd Wisdom, Jim Heimbach, and for 
all on our prayer list, and for those who care for them, knowing that you 
will do better things for them than we can desire or pray for; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
For those who have died    
 
O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered:  Accept our prayers on 
behalf of all who have died, and grant them an entrance into the land of 
light and joy, in the fellowship of your saints; through Jesus Christ our 



Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen.   
 
God, our deliverer, you walk with the meek and the poor, the 
compassionate and those who mourn, and you call us to walk humbly 
with you.  When we are foolish, be our wisdom; when we are weak, be 
our strength; that as we learn to do justice and to love mercy, your rule 
may come as blessing.  Amen.   
 
A General Thanksgiving 
 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.  
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of 
this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.   
 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving 
care which surrounds us on every side.   
 
We thank you for setting us at tasks with demand our best efforts, and 
for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.   
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us 
to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.   
 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his 
Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by 
which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he 
overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised 
to the life of your kingdom.   
 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him 
known; and through Christ at all times and in all places, may give 
thanks to you in all things.  Amen.     
 
Closing Hymn  Blest are the pure in heart  H 656 
 ``` (Sung to Hymn tune St Michael)         
 
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine:  Glory to him from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Postlude Hornpipe (Finale from The Royal Fireworks) 
 G.F. Handel  
 



Announcements 
 
Welcome to St Peter’s.  May you find God’s love present with you in 
this place and return here often to worship.  The communion bread is 
gluten free. All are welcome at the Lord’s table.    
The offering plates are in the back next to the doors. Your gifts help 
support God’s work through this church.  Mail -  PO Box 399, Port 
Royal, VA  22535.  online -  https://news.churchsp.org/onlinegiving 
Meeting ID: 869 9926 3545 Passcode: 889278 
 
Happy Birthday –  Helmut Linne von Berg (02/01), Katie Davis (02/05) 
 
-Jan 29, Worship, On Zoom, 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86999263545?pwd=WHpNa1JrU0JOOGd
MV3NMRlhmWUVCZz09  Meeting ID: 869 9926 3545, Passcode: 
889278 
  
-Jan 30 Monday Morning meditation 6:30am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N
25oYTBxRURwQT09  Meeting ID: 879 8071 6417  Passcode: 790929 
 
Bible Study Feb 1, 10am-12pm. Parish House.  All are welcome.   
 
St Peter’s is serving as a Partner in Education with the Caroline County 
Public Schools.  We will be providing snacks for the Caroline County 
Bingo Night, Tuesday, February 7th, 6-7:30PM at the Port Royal Fire 
Department.  If you would like to help, please bring granola bars, 
individually wrapped bags fish crackers or other snacks without nuts, 
or small bottles of water and place them in the back pew.    
 
On the Church calendar:  Feb 2, The Presentation of our Lord 
commemorates the day when Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus 
to the Temple in Jerusalem where he was greeted by Simeon and Anna.  
By the Law every first born male was to be “consecrated to the Lord” 
forty days after his birth.  The Presentation is traditionally known as 
Candlemas, the day on which people brought the candles that they 
would be using in their homes throughout the year to the church to be 
blessed. 
 
 

https://news.churchsp.org/onlinegiving
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86999263545?pwd=WHpNa1JrU0JOOGdMV3NMRlhmWUVCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86999263545?pwd=WHpNa1JrU0JOOGdMV3NMRlhmWUVCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N25oYTBxRURwQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87980716417?pwd=UHlxNE1JYlQ1TGh6N25oYTBxRURwQT09


St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
823 Water Street PO Box 399, Port Royal, VA  22535 

Website:  www.news.churchsp.org Parish Office:  (804) 742-5908 
The Vestry  

Becky Fisher, Andrea Pogue (2023), Cookie Davis, Robert Bryan (2024)  
Elizabeth Heimbach, Helmut Linne von Berg (2025) 

Jim Heimbach, Treasurer, Elizabeth Heimbach Registrar  
Becky Fisher, Senior Warden 
Cookie Davis, Junior Warden 

Brad Volland – Music Director & Organist 
The  Rev. Catherine D. Hicks, Rector 

The Rev. Tom Hughes, Rector Emeritus 
(540) 809-7489, (540) 898-1586, stpetersrev@gmail.com 

Christ Centered, Biblically Based, Spirit Filled, Caring 
 

Prayer List  
 

Larry Saylor, Cookie and Johnny Davis, Susan and Helmut Linne von 
Berg, Brad Volland, Rob Dobson, Laura Carey, Lydia O’ Neil, John Hess, 
Charles McGuire, Tommy Segar, John and Toni Faibisy, Linneth 
Feliciano, Thom Guthrie, Vivian McDonald, Mike and Marilyn Newman, 
Bill Wick, Barbara and Boyd Wisdom   
Dominic Paterino, Nathaniel Schakenberg, Ruby Barnes (Laura Carey’s 
sister), Claire Cole Curcio (friend of Catherine Hicks),  Otis Felts (friend of 
Johnny Davis), The Glasgows (friends of the Felicianos), Randall 
Clingenpeel, Mrs. Watson (Linneth Feliciano’s mother), Ann Pyle 
(Carolyn Duke’s mother), J.T. Moriarty (Hicks’ friend), Harvey Yarus 
(friend of Tom Kramer), Patty Reno (cousin of Tom Kramer), Joanne 
Wilkerson and Jimmy Davis, Julie Davis (sister, brother and daughter of 
Johnny Davis), Lois Christie, Rosie Dowdy, Bill Lauck, Jonathan Coleman 
(Cleo Coleman’s son), Anthony Bowman, Dylan Puryear (BJ’s grandson), 
Ruth Smith, Joyce Smith (Laura Carey’s sisters-in-law), Orville Watson 
(Linneth Feliciano’s brother), Gloria Jewell, Kathryn, David and Bobby 
Hill (Lydia O’Neil’s family), Lorena McElwain, (friend of the Pogues), 
Odessa Davis, Kelly Paterino, G. Lee Baldwin, Linda Oliver, Pat 
Crenshaw (Brad Volland’s cousin), Joan Pemberton (Brad Volland’s 
aunt), Albert Barnett (Andrea’s uncle),  Scott Crabtree (Eunice Key’s 
brother), Louise Chapman (Barbara Segar’s cousin), Mary Lawrence 
Hicks, Rodney C. Johnson (Hicks’ friend), Charlene Schakenberg, (Becky 
Fisher’s mother) 

Serving in the Armed Forces  
PJ Koons  Scott Estes Cliff Lance 
Steven Lee Greg Merkl Grace Grimaldi 
Alexis Rye Michael Hobbs Alex Long V 

 


